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Introduction 

The Adam Park Project (TAPP) officially finished in February 2012 with an 

exhibition of artefacts entitled ‘Four Days in February’ staged at the National Library 

of Singapore. The display introduced the Singaporean public to the wartime heritage 

of the estate and in particular its defence in 1942 by the 1
st
 Battalion, Cambridgeshire 

Regiment. However there were a number of important areas of the estate’s wartime 

story still to be investigated and presented. This ongoing work has been collectively 

packaged under the colloquial title ‘TAPP 2’.  

 

No.12 Adam Park was occupied by D Company during the fighting. Due to its 

location, directly behind the front line the house was likely the location of the 

Company HQ. During the time the estate was used as a POW camp, the house was 

noted in the diaries as being used as a barrack block by the prisoners. 

 

It was hoped this mixed wartime heritage would be noticeable in the archaeological 

record. 

 

In the summer of 2012, the helpers at the house spotted a number of webbing buckles 

and having been prewarned of finding such items, reported the discovery to the 

tenant. The TAPP project manager was contacted whilst the 12
th

 survey was 

underway at No.11 Adam Park. The webbing buckles had been picked up and stored 

in a bucket, however the helpers were able to relocate the items in the approximate 

location down a bank at the back of the house adjacent to the kitchens. The objective 

of the survey was to establish the extent of the wartime debris in the immediate area 

to these finds. 

 

 

 
 

Fig 1 – Disposition of Cambridgeshire Platoons on the 14
th

 February 1942 showing 

the fighting around No.12 Adam Park 

 

No 12  

Adam Park  
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Fig 2 – Looking from the edge of the kitchen block along the top of the slope. 

Transect 5 is closest to the camera. 

 

 
 

Fig 3  – The ground immediately to the SW of the old kitchen area at No.12 Adam 

Park was strewn with lost metal work. Webbing buckles had been found on the 

surface by the house helpers.  
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The Survey Criteria and Area of Interest  

5 transects, each 2m wide and 10 metres long, were set out in one area of the garden 

to the SW of the old kitchen block.  

  

 

 
 

Fig 4 – The Google Earth image of the site showing the location (shown in red) of 

the area in the back garden of 12 Adam Park that was surveyed. 

  

A field walk and ‘prospecting survey’
1
 was carried out across the area at the start of 

the week and it was noted that there were concentrations of building material and 

detector readings across the area. The initial sweep also identified the path of utility 

lines which were duly marked. It was decided that a 0.5m zone either side of the 

pipeline was not to be surveyed as their presence tended to mask pertinent readings 

and the zone was bordered by one particular pipe.   

 

                                                 
1
 ‘Prospecting Survey’ involves using the metal detector to cover large areas of ground quickly noting 

the type and distribution of ‘hits’ but not necessarily excavating them. In this way areas of concentrated 

relevant finds can be identified for further detailed surveys. 
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Fig 5 - There was a liberal scattering of building material across the transects. 

Some of the concentrations were surrounded by blackened soil suggestive of 

burning. 

 

An initial metal detector sweep of the transects was carried out using the ‘all ferrous’ 

setting on the metal detector and a multitude of returns were registered. An excavation  

of all ferrous returns was deemed to be inappropriate given the time constraints and 

available manpower. It was thought that the artefacts indicating the POW occupation 

and combat would primarily be made of non-ferrous metals.  

 

A White’s Prizm Mk 6T metal detector was used as the preferred machine. It was set 

to maximum sensitivity but the discrimination function was set to exclude ferrous 

materials and smaller non ferrous items (1
st
 two settings muted). The operator had 

difficulty discerning between non-ferrous and ferrous hits as the artefacts were often 

masked by the presence of larger ferrous material. Tonal ID was not used as the 

constant pitch changes across a small area confused the operator. Depth indicator was 

checked against the first isolated finds but as most artefacts were found in the unstable 

topsoil and interference by abundant ferrous material meant that the depth readings 

became superfluous. Large ferrous items or utility pipelines lying deeper in the earth 

tended to return a cluster of ‘non ferrous’ readings or masked the returns from smaller 

non ferrous material on the surface. This meant that a number of sweeps of the areas 

were undertaken, laterally along the transect, in both directions and then across the 

transects to ensure as many of the relevant artefacts as possible were recovered.  

 

Good use was made of a hand held pinpointer; a Garrett Pro-pointer. As many of the 

artefacts were found to be very near the surface, excavators found it easier to follow 

the signals given on the hand held pinpointer rather than using the larger and bulkier 

Prizm 6T. This however did mean that a number of ferrous items were recovered as 

the pinpointer does not discern between metals. Areas around concentrations of 
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building material were also strewn with ferrous material examples of which were 

collected. 

 

 
 

Fig 6 – Transects 1 – 5 shown up the slope at No.12 Adam Park. The 

concentrations of domestic debris included many ferrous items; however non 

ferrous items included a reasonable proportion of pieces that could be related to 

WW2.  

 

The survey areas were in an urban garden with a covering of ‘tropical broad leaved 

grass’ which was easy to uproot. In some places the grass had been washed away by 

the rain runoff. The turf covered a layer of black / dark brown topsoil up to 15cms 

deep in parts. There was some ingress of roots from neighbouring plants and trees. 

The topsoil was laid on top of an orange clay layer. Notably the vast majority of the 

finds were in the topsoil although not stratified within this layer.  

 

Recovery of subsurface artefacts was done by trowel and as there was a need to 

restore the garden to its original condition where possible after each recovery, care 

was taken to remove the sod of turf on the surface and return it after the artefact had 

been removed. However some of the area was devoid of turf. This made restoring the 

ground problematical. The location of the finds was recorded to within 5cms by 

measuring tape within each transect.  

 

 

 



MD Survey Report No 13 

 

 8 

 
 

Fig 7 – The project manager and volunteers discuss the bagging and tagging of 

material after they had been excavated. The concentration of finds in such a small 

area made the accurate recovery of the artefacts a painstaking task  

 

The weather was fairly hot for most of the time on site however the first three days 

were disrupted by occasional showers. The team worked from 9.30am until 5.00pm 

on weekdays only to ensure minimal disturbance for the tenants.  

The Location of Transects 

TAPP Finds Log for the survey is shown at Appendix 1 and a Sketch Map of the Site 

at Appendix 2. 

 

The location of the survey area was chosen to cover the immediate vicinity of the 

point at which the webbing buckles had been discovered. The intention was to 

discover whether this was an indication of a larger collection or simply a one off find 

on the surface. 

 

The area was directly behind the old kitchen block, immediately down the slope as far 

as the modern fence line. The NW border was set along a disused utility pipe line 

found semi-submerged and running down the bank from the kitchen area. The SE 

border was taken along a line extending from the along the edge of the building and 

excluding a large tree and a considerable collection of brickwork and building 

material. 
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The gradient of the slope and the concentration of ferrous material, tree roots and 

brickwork made the detecting difficult. The detector was taken across the same area a 

number of times in order to minimise the effects of masking by ferrous material and 

to ensure the whole area was covered effectively. 

 

 
 

    

 

Fig 9 – The NW end of the transects lined by a utility pipe. This made detecting to 

within 50cm problematical. 
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Summary of the Artefact Catalogue 

The small proportion of the relevant finds was made up of bullets, cartridges, full    

rounds or webbing accoutrements. In contrast to other sites there were only a few 

shell fragments unearthed. Other items which may have seemed unrelated when 

excavated have proven to be dateable to the 1940’s. There follows a summary of the 

items revealed and a full Finds Log can be found at Appendix 1.  

 

Approximately 114 individual artefacts
2
 were recovered across the site of which 

approximately 27 could be at first site associated with the war years (24%). This 

included 5 bullets, 2 pieces of shell fragment, 8 full rounds and cartridges and a small 

collection of webbing accoutrements. 

 

The Cartridges and Full Rounds 

There were 4 cartridges and 3 full rounds found during the survey. The vast majority 

of the cartridges were in some way deformed or broken. One cartridge and one full 

round were found to be Japanese. 

 
Transit Item 

Number 
Description Notes Rim Dia Width Headstamp Manufacturer 

1 14 full round unfired 13.8mm 12.1mm 41 VII Not Known 

2 10 cartridge plus charger Not 
Measurable 

Not 
Measurable 

Not Seen Not Known 

2 18 cartridge unfired 13.6mm 12.0mm CP 41 VII Crompton 
Parkinson 

3 16c cartridge Badly 
deformed 
Thick base 
and two 
vent holes 
in base 
(fired) 

12.8mm 12.0mm None  Not Known 

3 8 full round unfired 13.9mm 11.7mm R↑L  30  VII Royal Laboratory 
Woolwich Arsenal 

4 8 full round unfired 13.5mm 11.8mm K  33  VII Kynoch & Co 

4 12 cartridge unfired 13.4mm 11.8mm R↑L  30  VII Royal Laboratory 
Woolwich Arsenal 

5 21 full round .45 ACP 
unfired 

12.00mm 11.9mm REM UMC 
.45 ACP 

 

 

 

The cartridges were cleaned and the heads of each round were examined to ascertain 

details of the head stamp. The head stamps were, in most cases only partially 

decipherable but it would appear that the .303 cartridges came from 3 separate 

arsenals
3
: 

                                                 
2
 Some items were taken from the same excavation and were subsequently found to be parts of the 

same piece. Other items were excavated as a collection of artefacts and subsequently separated into 

individual bags. 
3
 All information on the arsenals has been taken from http://www.dave-

cushman.net/shot/303headstamps.html 
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The Woolwich Arsenal in Kent, of which the Royal Laboratory was only a 

part, is situated in South East London on the River Thames. The Arsenal dates 

from 1670 and has manufactured many different items of warlike stores for the 

armed forces. Ammunition was made at Woolwich long before the adoption of 

the .303 cartridge in 1889. Ammunition production ceased completely at 

Woolwich in 1957, the last known production of .303 Ammunition there being 

Mk 7 Ball. 

 

Crompton Parkinson Ltd of Guisley North Yorkshire was set up as part of the 

1939 – 1945 war emergency expansion plan. It produced cartridges from 1940 

to 1944. Filling of the cartridges was carried out in Doncaster.  

 

Kynoch & Co in Birmingham This firm was first formed by George Kynoch at 

Witton in 1862 as a manufacturer of percussion caps. It was changed to a 

limited company in 1884 as G. Kynoch & Co Ltd and by then was 

manufacturing metallic Ammunition. A further reorganisation and expansion 

followed in 1889 when George Kynoch was ousted from the management and 

this then culminated in a further change of title to Kynoch Ltd in 1897. During 

the period ending with the 1914-18 war Kynoch, which by then was the largest 

of the British commercial Ammunition manufacturers, owned rolling mills at 

Witton, at Lodge Road, Birmingham and at Eyre Street, Birmingham. At 

various times it had propellant factories at Arklow, County Durham, making 

cordite, at Warsboro Dale, Yorkshire, making black powder and at 

Kynochtown, Stanford Le Hope, Essex, making smokeless powder. In addition 

to these plants the original cap production was maintained at Witton. Later, 

effective tracer and incendiary composition operations were also carried out 

at Witton. After the war in 1918 Kynoch Ltd, in common with most other 

British small arms Ammunition manufacturers, was merged into Explosives 

Trades Ltd, later to become Nobel Industries. In 1926 when Nobel Industries 

became part of the new Imperial Chemical Industries, the old Kynoch factory 

at Witton was retained as the Ammunition centre as part of the Metal Group 

within ICI. The propellant interests being concentrated mainly at Ardeer 

within the Nobel Division of ICI. In 1962 the Metals Division of ICI was 

reorganised as a separate company known as Imperial Metal Industries 

(Kynoch) Ltd. During WW1 Kynoch produced in excess of 2,373 million .303 

cartridges 

 

 

This large variation of suppliers within a small sample of rounds is indicative of the 

sporadic and haphazard issuing of ammunition to the Cambridgeshire troops. It is 

conceivable the British rounds were brought with them from the UK. Alternatively 

the Cambridgeshire may have been resupplied in theatre from a number of lots or 

batches of ammunition in the two weeks after landing and before their fight began.  If 

nothing else it suggests the Cambridgeshires were resupplied from various sources 

during their time in Singapore. 

 

Notably the British .303 rounds were packed with cordite. Cordite was thought to be 

more resistant to moisture and therefore more suitable for the hot and humid Far East 

climate.  
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Fig 10 – This full round (12/4/8) clearly shows the internal workings of the bullet. 

The small round piece of glazed cardboard which acts a tampon between the 

cartridge and the projectile can still to be seen at the base of the bullet. The 

explosive cordite appears as ‘spaghetti’ within the cartridge. 

 

.45 ACP Thomson Sub Machine Gun Bullets 

 

There was also a single round of .45ACP ammunition (12/05/21) most likely for use with 

a Thompson Sub machine gun. Junior officers and some NCO’s from the 

Cambridgeshires are known to have been equipped with a ‘Tommie Gun’.  

 

There were two military types of Thompson SMG by the outbreak of the war. The 

M1928A1 had provisions for box magazines and drums (the drums were disliked because 

of their tendency to rattle). It had a Cutts compensator, cooling fins on the barrel, and its 

charging handle was on the top of the receiver. The M1 and M1A1 had a barrel without 

cooling fins, a simplified rear sight, provisions only for box magazines, and the charging 

handle was on the side of the receiver. Because the option to use drums was not included 

in the M1 and M1A1, the 30 round box magazine was designed for use with this model. 

The .45in Thompson Sub machine was issued in large quantities to allied troops in the Far 
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East and its stopping power was welcomed by those who used it2. It was however prone 

to jamming.   

 

 
 

Fig 15 - The M1928A1with Cutts compensator and cooling fins 

 

 

 

The fact that these bullets were found in the vicinity of the house to house fighting in 

other areas of the estate is notable as the Thompson was a favoured weapon for the 

job of house clearing. The ability to fire off a full clip of ammunition in rapid 

succession and the stopping power of the .45 ACP bullets meant that the 

Cambridgeshire would send in the ‘Tommy gunner’ first to clear the room of enemy. 

This single dropped round however is more likely indication of the dumping of 

ammunition at the time of surrender rather than indicative house clearing operations. 

Conversely the lack of .45 ACP suggests that No.12 was not a focus of close combat 

during the fighting.   

  

        
 

 

Fig 16 – A pre invasion picture of NCO of the Ghurkas on exercise in Singapore 

armed with the M1928A1. The .45 ACP round is easily identifiable from its 

headstamp that reads ‘REM UMC 45 ACP’ 
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Bullets 

 

 
Line 
Number 

Transi
t 

Item 
Number 

Description Location  Weight Length Width Notes 

11 1 11 bullet 2.45m x 
1.05m 

11.1g 34.6mm 8.6mm Deterioration 
noted and with 
collar casing and 
cardboard in place 

17 1 17 bullet 6.95m x 
0.63m 

10.1g 32.3mm 8.8mm  

25 2 7 bullet 4.21m x 
0.86m 

10.9g 33.3mm 8.7mm with collar casing 
and cardboard in 
place 

43 3 4 bullet 3.19m x 
1.37m 

11.4g 34.1mm 8.6mm with collar casing 
and cardboard in 
place 

Prospecting 
Survey 

6 1 bullet No Record 6.2g 32.4mm 8.8mm Found on the 
Surface 

 

 

Notwithstanding the ongoing dilemma of not being able to positively discern between  

the Japanese type 99 bullet and the .303 rounds used by the British (See Survey 

Report No.12) , the only notable feature about the small collection of bullets is that 

three of them still had the cardboard tampon and the remains of the neck of the 

cartridge in place inferring that these were from unfired rounds. This is again 

indicative of equipment and ammunition being dropped or disposed of presumably 

sometime after the fighting had finished.   

 

 
 

Fig 17 – When comparing two bullets found on site it is clear that the item on the 

left has not been fired; it still retains the cardboard wadding attached to the base 

and the remains of the cartridges collar. The bullet was probably lost as part of a 

full round of ammunition but galvanic corrosion has rotted away the metal 

separating the two components    
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Distribution of British Cartridges, Bullets and Full Rounds 

 

The small amount of bullets and cartridges retrieved were scattered uniformly around 

the site (See Appendix 1). This in turn corresponded to the general distribution of 

webbing buckles inferring the bullets were lost with the webbing. 

 

Shell Fragments 

 

There were only two identifiable pieces of shell fragment found on the site. This 

should be seen in contrast to the 23 pieces found in a similar area at 16 Adam Park. 

This would infer the garden at No.12 came under less artillery and mortar barrage 

than the ‘no man’s land’ found at No 16 and along the British front lines at No. 8 to 

No.20 Adam Park  

 

Webbing Buckles 

 
Line 
Number 

Transit Item 
Number 

Description Location  Notes 

22 2 4 webbing 
buckle 

2.49m x 
0.63m 

50mm Belt ‘male’ buckle 

34 2 16 webbing 
buckle 

7.77m x 
0.93m 

Two bar 25mm open 

49 3 10 webbing 
buckle 

5.03m x 
1.53m 

Lozenge shaped single bar 
with pin, non military 

56 3 16a buckle 5.70m x 
1.98m 

20mm one bar closed 

66 3 23 webbing 
buckle 

7.96m x 
1.49m 

25mm single bar open 

62 3 18a webbing 
buckle 

5.98m x 
1.85m 

helmet buckle 

69 3 26 webbing 
buckle 

8.47m x 
1.20m 

X2 Two bar 25mm open, 
1 bar 50mm open 

71 4 1 webbing 
buckle 

0.43m x 
0.94m 

50mm no bar with side 
loop 

75 4 5 webbing 
buckle 

2.37m x 
1.18m 

25mm one bar closed 

 

It was the presence of buckles found on the surface that led us to survey this site. Sure 

enough a small yet notable collection of webbing equipment was unearthed. Buckles 

commonly found on other locations were present; 25mm in width, having a single and 

with and without an opening in one of the lengths. These were clearly from the Type 

37 webbing but not diagnostic of a particular part of the kit. 

 

Item 12/2/16 was a 25 two bar with an open side was easily identifiable to the buckle 

that was attached to the top of the ammunition pouch which joined it to the braces. 

This is indicative of an ammunition pouch being dropped on site. 
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The item 12/3/18a came from the Mk1 helmet chinstrap. 

 

The 20mm one bar buckle was a more unusual item probably associated with water 

bottle carrier or the knapsack securing straps both of which would have been useful to 

a soldier about to go into imprisonment. 

 

Two items fitted a 50mm strap. The first was the male part of the webbing belt buckle 

inferring a whole belt was disposed of down the banking and perhaps associated with 

the ammunition pouch. The second 50mm wide buckle, a closed single bar with Type 

37 braces or the haversack for the respirator. 

 

This wide diversity of buckles tentatively suggests a full set of Type 37 webbing was 

disposed of down the slope in addition to helmets, respirator and possibly weaponry.  

 

The lozenge shaped buckle (12/003/010) appears to be non military in nature. It was 

53.5 mm long and 35.2mm at its widest width. The brass was 1.3mm thick and buckle 

appeared quite flimsy. It was designed to fit a belt no more than 25mm wide judging 

by the width of the two D shaped apertures and it was machine cut.  

 

 
 

Fig 18  – The typology of the buckles found at 12 Adam Park; ‘two bar open 25mm’ 

buckles off the ammunition pouches (top left and right), webbing belt buckle (male) 

for a 50mm webbing belt (top centre), ‘one bar closed 20mm’ ( bottom right), ‘one 

bar open 50mm’(bottom centre), chinstrap buckle (bottom right).  

 

 

 



MD Survey Report No 13 

 

 17 

         
 

Fig 19 – The Mk1 ammunition pouch shown on the right is fitted with the two bar 

brass webbing buckle that attaches to the braces and the quick release stud 

mounted on the lip of the pocket cover.  

 

Item 12/4/1 was a new item for the project. It appears to have the typology as the 

other webbing buckles; made of brass and designed to fit a 50mm belt. It appeared to 

be missing a central bar or pin running length ways. Its use was initially a mystery. 

  

 
 

Fig 20- Item 12/4/1 appears to have all the features of a webbing attachment but no 

other examples of this item had been found on site to date. 

 

However an appeal on Facebook led us to http://josephs-militaria-and-homefront-

collection.co.uk/PAGE45.HTML which illustrates the item in its review of the Type 

37 webbing. It shows an example of the Patt 37 brace attachments dated 1941. Brace 

http://josephs-militaria-and-homefront-collection.co.uk/PAGE45.HTML
http://josephs-militaria-and-homefront-collection.co.uk/PAGE45.HTML
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attachments were issued for the use of those not equipped with basic pouches or with 

only one basic pouch such as Officers, Warrant Officers, N.C.Os. And Specialists.  

 

  
 

Fig 20a – The braces extensions were used for those men who would not be 

carrying ammunition pouches; most likely the officers and specialists.  

 

 

Buttons & Studs 

 
Line Number Transit Item Number Description Location  Notes 

57 3 16b button 5.70m x 1.98m stud 

 

Only one stud and backing was found. It was 17.3mm in diameter. The stud most 

likely came from the ammunition pouch of the Type 37 webbing.  
 

Coins  

 
Line Number Transit Item Number Description Location  Notes 

95 5 8 coin 3.92m x 1.19m  

 6 002 Coin No record Dated 1941 

 

Only two coins were unearthed. The first found to be a post war 5 cents piece.  

 

However along the banking to the SW border of the property a 1941 Straits 

Settlement 1 Cents corn was found on the surface. This is particularly poignant as the 

POWs were paid a mere 10 cents a day to work on the Shinto Shrine project. Had this 

coin been lost prior to the war, soon after it was minted, its discovery would have 

been some consolation to the fortunate prisoner. 
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Other Significant Artefacts 

Binocular End Piece 

 

Amongst the artefacts recovered on a previous survey at No.17 Adam Park was the 

end piece from a set of military binoculars. The external surface was annotated with 

the maker’s details and year of manufacture which clearly identified the item as being 

associated with the war. In addition the lens embedded into the piece had been clearly 

been subjected to intense heat and was indicative of the fire that had swept through 

No.17 during the ceasefire on 15
th

 February 1942. 

 

It was therefore encouraging to find a similar artefact at No.12 Adam Park. This piece 

of worked brass measures 66mm across, 49mm wide and made of 1mm thick metal 

plate. There is a round aperture 36.5mm in diameter. The unique shape clearly 

identifies it as part of an optical instrument; most likely binoculars. Unfortunately 

unlike the item found at No.17 Adam Park the artefact has not been embossed with 

any manufacturer details. Instead the only mark showing is a War Department’s broad 

arrow. 

 

The broad arrow frequently appeared on military boxes and equipment such as 

canteens, bayonets and rifles, as well as the British prison uniforms from the 

1870s. The broad arrow marks were also used by Commonwealth countries on their 

ordnance. With the demise of the Board in 1855, the War Department and 

today's Ministry of Defence continued to use the mark. The arrow also appears in 

the Ordnance Survey logo.   

 

The mark therefore infers that the optical instrument was of government or military 

issue. As the houses were occupied by both military and civil engineers in the past it 

is impossible to state that the binoculars are directly connected to the Cambridgeshires 

or POWs.  

 

Notably the neck of glass bottle was recovered from the same excavation. Although 

unmarked it was noteworthy that the item appeared to be misshaped, flattened 

possible as the consequence of being exposed to heating; a similar scenario as found 

at No.17. 
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Fig 21 – Optical Instrument end piece and the molten neck of the bottle. 

 

 
 

Fig 22 – The characteristic broad arrow can be clearly seen stamped into the 

surface of the artefact 
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The Fork and Spoon 

 
Line Number Transit Item Number Description Location  Notes 

78 4 7 spoon 3.10m x 0.77m WM Page & C Ltd 
1939 

84 4 13 fork 7.42m x 1.28m Chrome… 

 

 Two items of cutlery were found on the site. The first, a rather bent up fork was 

stamped with the word ‘chrome’ followed by some indistinguishable lettering.  

 

The second, a spoon, found with its bowl protruding from the surface was also 

stamped. In this case it read ‘WM Page & Co Ltd’ and dated ‘1939’. It also bore the 

broad arrow mark indentifying it as a military or government item. 

 

WM Page & Co Ltd were silver cutlers based in Birmingham UK. They were active 

from 1880 and only turned into a limited company in 1936.  The firm used the 

trademark ‘Silverite’ and ‘Roman Silver’ and produced silver plate cutlery.  

 

 
 

 
 

Fig 23- The Fork and Spoon discovered at No.12 Adam Park. The spoon is stamped 

with the name of the manufacturer, date and the ‘broad arrow’ distinguishing it as 

a government or military issue. 
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The Prospecting Survey 

It was clear from the finds being unearthed that there was no evidence of a major 

dump of equipment at this spot. Therefore the opportunity was taken to carry out a 

field walk and prospecting survey around the remaining garden.  

 

A ‘Prospecting Survey’ entails field walking the site with the metal detector 

excavating only clear and notable hits. This allowed the team to get a feel for the 

typology of finds around the rest of the site and to sample them. It was hoped that this 

would reveal any overlooked major concentrations of finds as discovered in earlier 

surveys at No.17 and 8 Adam Park. The drawback of this methodology is that the 

location of the artefacts recovered is not accurately recorded and only the approximate 

coordinates are taken.  Those items that were collected were listed under T6. 

 

 

 
 

Fig 24 – The location of the bullet and coin found during the prospecting survey at 

the bottom of the bank to the SW of the tennis court platform. The bullet nearest to 

the camera in the left hand image was found on the surface a shown on the right.   

 

It was noted during the prospecting survey that the there was fewer pertinent hits 

found on the platform immediately in front of the house, on the platform to the west 

and the surrounding embankments. There was however a number of promising hits 

identified immediately to the rear of the house and on the lawn to the east of the 

house. This could be expected as it would be the prime area for workmen to dispose 

of building material when working on the site.  

 

One particular feature of interest in the garden was an ominously large hole that had 

formed only recently at the foot of the bank leading off the tennis court towards No.6 

Adam Park. The hole seemed to be filled with domestic and garden waste; a number 

of black plastic bin liners full of lawn cuttings lay at the bottom of the depression. But 
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the bottom of the pit felt loose underfoot and unsafe. On raising our concerns with the 

tenant she agreed that the hole seemed to be a new feature, something they had only 

recently noticed and that the best course of action was to contact the landlord agency 

to investigate further. There is a possibility that this is an old well similar to the one 

found at No.11 Adam Park or subsidence caused by underground mining. 

 

 

 
 

Fig 25 – A hole has opened up recently at the foot of the embankment supporting 

the tennis court.  
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Conclusion 

Survey 13 at 12 Adam Park, although limited by design, proved to be an interesting 

exercise in dealing with an area of ground covered in the debris of renovation. The 

concentration of building material and the copious amounts of ferrous items made 

identifying and extracting relevant WW2 material difficult to say the least. Only 

100m
2
 were covered in the three days on site. The percentage of WW2 items amongst 

the pieces recovered was amongst the lowest recorded to date.  

 

However the survey did reveal a diversity of webbing buckles, including some never 

recovered before at Adam Park which suggested a full piece of webbing had been 

discarded down the slope. The recovery of dropped and unfired British rounds 

confirmed this opinion. The unusual elongated webbing braces extension buckle 

indicated that perhaps this set of webbing belonged to an officer or SNCO. 

 

The two notable finds of the binocular end piece and cutlery proved once again that 

careful cleaning and researching can reveal the hidden history behind the most 

unremarkable of artefacts.   

 

The opportunity to look around the rest of the garden revealed the potential for a 

return to the site at a later date but all agreed that it would be hard going in such a 

busy and metal strewn site     
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Appendix 1 - TAPP - Finds Log – 11 Adam Park 

  Line 
Number 

Transit Item 
Number 

Description Location  Notes 

 1 1 1 Lump of metal 1.52m x 0.15m  

 2 1 2 rectangular 
metal tube 

0.55m, x 0.92m  

 3 1 3 screw 0.83m x 0.67m  

 4 1 4 washer 1.28m x 0.58m x6 

 5 1 5 washer 1.40m x 1.05m  

 6 1 6 washer 1.42m x 0.73m  

 7 1 7 washer 1.56m x 0.90m  

 8 1 8 washer 1.56m x 1.48m  

 9 1 9 nail 2.23m x 1.05m  

 10 1 10 washer 2.24m x 1.53m  

 11 1 11 bullet 2.45m x 1.05m  

 12 1 12 eyelet 2.60m x 1.36m  

 13 1 13 Lump of metal 3.11m x 1.12m  

 14 1 14 full round 3.18m x 1.37m  

 15 1 15 large bolt 4.23m x 1.85m  

 16 1 16 small piece of 
lead 

6.48m x 1.42m  

 17 1 17 bullet 6.95m x 0.63m  

 18 1 18 pin 7.80m x 1.95m  

 19 2 1 small piece of 
lead 

1.54m x 1.95m  

 20 2 2 brass fiitting 2.10m x 1.29m  

 21 2 3 piece of angular 
bar 

2.40m x 1.69m  

 22 2 4 webbing buckle 2.49m x 0.63m 50mm 

 23 2 5 small piece of 
lead 

2.61m x 1.25m  

 24 2 6 nail 3.82m x 1.79m large 

 25 2 7 bullet 4.21m x 0.86m  

 26 2 8 nail 5.10m x 1.47m  

 27 2 9 flakes of metal 5.47m x 1.43m  

 28 2 10 cartridge 5.69m x 1.76m plus charger 

 29 2 11 shell fragment 5.74m x 1.42m small pin  

 30 2 12 screw 6.63m x 1.75m  

 31 2 13 pin 6.85m x 1.38m  

 32 2 14 foil 7.07m x 1.65m  

 33 2 15 larrge lump of 
metal 

7.38m x 0.96m  

 34 2 16 webbing buckle 7.77m x 0.93m  

 35 2 17 door fitting 8.55m x 1.63m nail 

 36 2 18 cartridge 8.67m x 1.40m  
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 37 2 19 nail 9.02m x 1.57m large 

 38 2 20 screw 9.05m x 1.20m  

 39 2 21 door fitting 9.61m x 1.08m  

 40 3 1 piece of metal 0.85m x 1.98m  

 41 3 2 screw 2.02m x 1.92m  

 42 3 3 metal peg 2.65m x 1.86m  

 43 3 4 bullet 3.19m x 1.37m  

 44 3 5 door fitting 3.65m x 0.54m  

 45 3 6 nail 4.22m x 0.83m  

 46 3 7 metal piece 4.54m x 0.22m  

 47 3 8 bullet 4.37m x 1.71m  

 48 3 9 screw 4.62m x 1.07m  

 49 3 10 webbing buckle 5.03m x 1.53m  

 50 3 11 metal pipe 5.16m x 0.14m  

 51 3 12 metal piece 5.20m x 0.37m  

 52 3 13 nail 5.25m x 1.82m  large 

 53 3 14 nail 5.25m x 0.73m  

 54 3 15 Lump of metal 5.56m x 1.52m x2 

 55 3 16 binocular end 
piece 

5.70m x 1.98m  

 56 3 16a buckle 5.70m x 1.98m  

 57 3 16b button 5.70m x 1.98m stud 

 58 3 16c cartridge 5.70m x 1.98m  

 59 3 16d Molten Glass 
bottle 

5.70m x 1.98m  

 60 3 17 metal piece 5.82m x 0.18m  

 61 3 18 door fitting 5.98m x 1.85m  

 62 3 19 door fitting 6.12m x 1.49m  

 63 3 20 nail 6.33m x 0.41m  

 64 3 21 metal piece 6.74m x 1.52m  

 65 3 22 lock 7.15m x 0.76m  

 66 3 23 webbing buckle 7.96m x 1.49m  

 67 3 24 lead piece 8.12m x 0.43m  

 68 3 25 bolt 8.26m x 1.30m x2 

 69 3 26 webbing buckle 8.47m x 1.20m  

 70 3 27 small piece of 
lead 

8.50m x 0.05m  

 71 4 1 webbing buckle 0.43m x 0.94m  

 72 4 2 door fitting 1.10m x 1.40m  

 73 4 3 door fitting 1.45m x 1.23m  

 74 4 4 plug fittings 2.08m x 0.83m  

 75 4 5 webbing buckle 2.37m x 1.18m  

 76 4 6 iron rod 3.00m x 1.15m  

 77 4 7 spoon 3.10m x 0.77m  

 78 4 8 full round 3.77m x 0.70m  

 79 4 9 flakes of metal 4.06m x 0.29m  

 80 4 10 tin lid 4.10m x 1.70m  
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 81 4 11 thin piece of pipe 5.40m x 1.73m  

 82 4 12 cartridge 7.03m x 0.68m  

 83 4 13 fork 7.42m x 1.28m  

 84 4 14 door fitting 7.59m x 1.51m  

 85 4 15 brass fiitting 8.56m x 0.30m  

 86 4 16 caster wheel 8.47m x 1.42m  

 87 5 1 building material 0.32m x 2.00m  

 88 5 2 brass fiitting 1.24m x 1.34m  

 89 5 3 door fitting 1.70m x 1.90m  

 90 5 4 hinge 2.70m x 1.30m foil 

 91 5 5 nail 3.10m x 1.40m  

 92 5 6 bottle top 3.40m x 2.02m  

 93 5 7 terminal 3.62m x 0.79m  

 94 5 8 coin 3.92m x 1.19m  

 95 5 9 door fitting 4.54m x 0.43m nail 

 96 5 10 pin 4.70m x 0.85m  

 97 5 11 foil 4.90m x 1.80m   

 98 5 12 domestic fitting 5.55m x 0.71m  

 99 5 13 lead piece 6.03m x 1.09m  

 100 5 14 pin 6.13m x 1.53m  

 101 5 15 pen top 6.30m x 1.16m  

 102 5 16 shell fragment 6.38m x 0.71m  

 103 5 17 electronic fitting 6.55m x 1.93m   

 104 5 18 golf clup head 6.73m x 1.00m  

 105 5 19 caster wheel 6.85m x 1.57m  

 106 5 20 flat piece on iron 7.09m x 0.46m  

 107 5 21 full round 7.42m x 1.53m  

 108 5 22 iron pipe 7.42m x 1.79m  

 109 5 23 brass screw 8.10m x 1.35m  

 110 5 24 plant marker 8.48m x 0.60m  

 111 6 1 Bullet Prospecting Survey  

 112 6 2 Coin Prospecting Survey  

 113 6 3 Webbing Buckle 
bar only 

Prospecting Survey  

 114 6 4 Clip Prospecting Survey  
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Appendix 2 – Sketch Map Area 1 

 

No. 12 Adam Park – T 1 - 5
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