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Introduction 

This metal detector survey took place on 06/04/10 to 7/04/10 at 10 Adam Park. The 

tenants were constructing a new swimming pool at the side of the house. A metal 

detector survey was carried out in order to recover any artefacts that may be 

associated with the fighting that took place at Adam Park from the 13
th

 to 15
th

 

February 1942.  

 

Two days were allocated to the survey in anticipation of the work on the pool starting 

on 8
th

 April. This proved not to be enough time as some of the area destined to be dug 

up was not surveyed. 

The Survey Criteria  

Two grids, both of 13.0m x 6.0m were marked out. It covered the majority of the site 

of the new construction on the north side of the house. An initial sweep of the area 

was carried out on each day before the survey began using the ferrous setting and a 

multitude of returns were registered. Therefore a full survey of all ferrous returns was 

deemed to be inappropriate given the time constraints. A White’s Prizm Mk 2 metal 

detector was used and set to maximum sensitivity but to exclude ferrous materials (1
st
 

two settings muted). 

 

 
 

Fig 1 – The survey area covered the area to the north of the house on the flattened 

terrace destined to be a new swimming pool. Two grids were covered on two 

consecutive days and extended 12m from the concrete path running along the side 

of the house. Note the two trees pictured by the house were actually relocated from 

the centre of the lawn on the evening of the 6
th

 April to make way for the new 

construction. The area had been surveyed before the trees were replanted. 
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The area was bordered with a number of electrical conduits, both used and disused, 

which ran between the main building, main gate and the maid’s quarters. These 

appeared to plastic coated copper wire and did not affect the surveys as they ran along 

the footpath and outwith the survey area. One was removed by the workers in 

anticipation of the build. The area was generally flat with signs of a couple of old tree 

stumps    

 

The ground was an urban garden with a covering of ‘tropical broad leaved grass’ 

which was easy to uproot. It covered a layer of topsoil of between 10 – 15cms deep. 

There was some ingress of roots from neighbouring plants. This topsoil layer was laid 

on top of an orange clay layer. Notably all the finds were in the topsoil although not 

stratified within this layer. 

 

The area, in particular that next to the buildings, was scattered with broken red / 

orange tiles and traces of a fibrous material which could have been a form of fibre 

board or wall insulation
1
. There was also a patch of tarmac and concrete embedded 

with small stones and gravel. 

 

Recovery of artefacts was done by trowel as initially there was an assumed need to 

restore the garden to its original condition after each recovery. However it later 

transpired that much of the area was to be dug up to allow for the construction of the 

veranda and so the restoration of the turf was not required. Location of the finds was 

recorded to within 10cms by measuring tape.   

 

The weather was very hot and relatively dry throughout the dig making the work 

extremely uncomfortable. The clay under soil turned extremely hard when exposed to 

the sunlight. 

The Location and Type of Artefacts 

TAPP Finds Logs for the two days are shown at Appendix A & B. A plan of the site 

showing the location of artefacts is shown at Appendix C.   

 

The only comment to be made on the distribution of the artefacts is that there did not 

appear to be any meaningful WW2 related finds found in the first grid nearer the 

house. There was a notable increase up of building material in the proximity of the 

buildings. The webbing buckle (Item 0032) and webbing clip (Item No.0033) were in 

close proximity inferring they had both come from the same piece of webbing. 

Otherwise no other meaningful patterns were present. 

                                                 
1
 Please note that some of the houses still use asbestos in their construction. 
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Summary of Artefact Catalogue 

The majority of artefacts unearthed can be best described as building and domestic 

rubbish and there were fewer military artefacts found than in the survey at No.20 

Adam Park. This is not surprising as the latter was the scene of the heaviest fighting 

on the estate and No.10 played a minor role. However there were a few items that 

could be linked to the fighting or the POW occupation 

1. .303 cartridge (Item No.0027)  

This .303 cartridge was the last artefact to be recovered from the site and as such there 

was little time to search for more items in the immediate area. It was found in the 

north east sector of the site. 

 

The base of the cartridge was had deteriorated somewhat and the markings were 

difficult to discern. However the centre of the base seemed to be annotated with a ‘D’ 

and a ‘C’ –  the stamp of the Dominion Company arsenal in Quebec Canada.  

 

Fig 2 – Two images of the cartridge 

 

 

2. ‘Japanese’ Bullet (Item No. 0029) 

 

Nearby and feasibly linked to the discovery of the .303 

cartridge, a bullet was revealed. This was 8cm below the 

surface and orientated on a NE SW line. The bullet 

appeared slightly reddish brown in colour but had no sign 

of impact damage. This is most likely a .303 bullet 

although it must be noted the Type 99 bullet fired by 

Japanese machine guns have exactly the same 

dimensions 

 

Fig 3 – The bullet – note the reddish colouration 
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3.  Webbing Buckle and Hook 

 

                            
 

Fig 4 – The buckle and clip 

 

The most enigmatic of the finds in this survey were the discovery of the webbing 

buckle and hook. Not only were these items found close to each other they were also 

found in the proximity of a feature later revealed the cut dug in preparation for the 

swimming pool which could be a slit trench. 

 

Similar buckles and clips are found on the standard British P37 webbing. The basic 

harness consisted of a 2 ½” belt joined by a patent buckle at the front onto which were 

suspended two webbing pouches capable of carrying Lee Enfield ammunition charges 

and grenades. Two braces went up over each shoulder, crossed over in the midpoint of 

the back before attaching to the belt at the rear. The braces were attached to the waist 

belt by means of the buckle and clip. However these clips are generally wider across 

the neck and prong.   

 

      
 

Fig 5a - View of the buckle and clip on the webbing 
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Fig 5b - The buckle and clip bear are identical to items found at the Padang site in 

December 2009. This site was filled primarily with old respirators and associated 

equipment. Could these items be off a respirator haversack. 

 

However almost identical clip and buckles 

were found at the dig at the Padang in 

December 2009 which was associated with a 

trench filled with respirators and steel helmets 

which were thought to have been abandoned 

by civilians at the time of ceasefire.  

 

What can’t be explained is why only these two 

items of webbing were found. What happened 

to the rest of the webbing set? One explanation 

may be the discovery of a possible trench cut 

in the section of ground dug for the swimming 

pool. If this is a trench then could it be 

possible that the webbing was thrown into it 

sometime during the fighting or aftermath with 

these two fittings making their way to the 

surface.   

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 6 – Mk V Respirator and haversack with 

the clip showing 

 

 

 
 

Fig 6 - This feature appeared in the section created during the construction of the 

swimming pool. It could possibly be a slit trench but the ragged boundary of the 

feature and presence of similar dirt at the bottom of the ditch suggests the 

colouration has been caused by the workmen tipping the soil into the hole at this 

point. 
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Silver Belt Buckle (Item 0030) 

 

A silver plated buckle was the only personal 

item found during the survey.  The 

rectangular buckle measured 43mm x 26mm 

and was well preserved lying at 

approximately 10cm below the surface. The 

silver plating is peeling off at the extremities. 

 

Fig 7 – Silver plated buckle 

 

Conclusions 

The dearth of significant battlefield related finds at this sight bears out the theory that 

the majority of the fighting took place further to the north and west of No.10. The 

bullet and cartridge do however suggest the building was occupied at some point, but 

did not witness the intensity of fighting we found outside No.20 Adam Park. There 

were no items that could be directly related to the POW camp.     
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Appendix 1 - TAPP - Finds Log – 06/04/10 

 

Sheet Number Date Site No. Site  

1 of 2 06/04/10 0002 10 Adam Park  

     

 

Item 

Number 

Context 

No. 

Description Location in grid Notes 

0001 

 

 Battery 12.20m x 0.4m Round cylinder 12mm 

diameter 19mm high 

0002 

 

 Barbed Wire 12.70m x 2.40m 4 or 5 strands of wire 

bound at centre total 

length 75mm no barb 

as such 

0003 

 

 Stud 12.20 x 2.15m 8mm dia 11mm height 

crimped at one end 

0004 

 

 Nail 12.20 x 3.0m 30mm long heavily 

corroded nail 

0005 

 

 Battery 12.80m x 3.70m Cylinder, 15mm 

diameter29mm high 

bevelled base – seems 

to have been damged 

at other end. Covered 

in a white pint, plastic 

coating. 

0006 

 

 Screw 12.50m x 4.8m 32mm long wood 

screw 

0007 

 

 Coin 11.60m x 5.05m 1960? 6 pence ? 18mm 

diameter 

0008 

 

 Picture Hook 10.4m x 1.70m 25mm wide picture 

hook heart shaped 

aperture in the back 

plate 

0009 

 

 Nail 9.50m x 1.70m 5cm screw threaded  

0010 

 

 Aluminium flake 9.80m x 2.80m  

0011 

 

 Toothpaste tube 8.00m x 0.3m Aluminium tube 

possibly toothpaste or 

similar 

0012 

 

 Plug terminal 8.20 x 1.20m Rectangular with hole 

in middle with 

threaded securing stud 

in top 

0013 

 

 Screw 8.70m x 1.5m 5cm wood nail 

0014  Coin 6.5m x 1.10m 1990 10 cents coin 
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0015 

 

 Stud 6.5m x 2.0m 3cm long screw in 

plastic sheath 

0016 

 

 Coin 5.50m x 2.60m 1996 20 cents coin 

0017 

 

 Button 5.60m x 4.10m 16mm diameter stud / 

rivot monogrammed 

with letter H 

0018 

 

 Big Nail 6.50m x 5.30m 12cm in length – 

heavily encrusted and 

bent at approx 40 

degrees about a third 

of the way along 

0019 

 

 2 x Aluminium 

pieces 

5.50m x 5.40m Two thin pieces of 

aluminium foil vaguely 

rectangular  

0020 

 

 Screw / Stud 3.40m x 0.60m Screw  / nut 3cm long  

0021 

 

 Pin 3.30m x 1.60m Wire 9.5cm long2mm 

thick bent to form 

hook 

0022 

 

 Screw 4.10m x 3.00m 3.75cm long wood 

screw 

0023 

 

 Piece of 

Aluminium 

4.30m x 3.60m Rectangular 2cm x 

3.5cm slightly concave 

along longest 

dimension 

0024 

 

 Coin 0.20m x 5.80m 10 cents coin dated 

1968 

     

     

 

Page No. _1__ of  __2___                       Recorder Initials: ___JPC_____ 

 
C:\Documents and Settings\Jon Cooper\My Documents\Uni Stuff\Singapore Archaeology\Cambridgeshire at Adams 

Park\Archaeology\Templates for Docs\Finds Log.doc 
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Appendix 2 - TAPP - Finds Log – 07/04/10 

 

Sheet Number Date Site No. Site  

2 of 2 07/04/10 0002 10 Adam Park  

     

 

Item 

Number 

Context 

No. 

Description Location in 

Grid 

Notes 

0024a  Knob 

 

1.10m x 9.80m  Brass knob to a piece 

of furniture 

0025 

 

 Screw 9.60m x 1.60m 3.5cm woodscrew  

0026 

 

 Molten piece of 

metal 

1.60m x 10.40m Possible lead 

0027 

 

 .303 Cartridge 1.10m 11.30m 12mm diameter brass 

cartridge base stamp 

indistinguishable 

however appears to 

have a ‘O’ stamped 

within the centre the 

base and possibly 

figure ‘2’ on the rim  

0028 

 

 Aluminium clip  3.70m x 7.30m 9cm aluminium band 

bent back on itself  - 

14mm wide 

0029 

 

 Bullet 3.50m 9.30m 32mm long dia at base 

6.8mm – possible 

Arisaka 6.5 – 50mm 

bullet. No deformation 

0030 

 

 Silver belt buckle 3.10m x 10.2m  Silver plated belt 

buckle 43mm x 26mm 

nicely patterned 

0031 

 

 Brass strip 6.60m 6.20m 

  

Soft metal strip copper 

/ brass approx 13cm 

long, 9mm wide 

0032 

 

 Webbing clip 6.0m x 7.0m 7.0cm long webbing 

clip to attach shoulder 

strap to belt 

0033  Buckle 

 

6.70m x 7.80m 34mm x 35mm 

webbing buckle to 

hold over shoulder 

strap to belt via the 

clip 

0034 

 

 Coat hook 7.10m x 8.60m 52mm x 15mm base 

plate with two  

0035  Door Fitting 6.40m x 8.60m  
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0036  Stud 

 

6.50m x 10.0m Small piece on metal 

17mm long 14mm 

wide at widest point – 

corroded green – 

possible shrapnel 

collected amongst 

fibrous material 

0037  Bell shaped object 

 

8.60m x 6.20m Base diameter 13mm 

height 15mm small 

semicircle aperture in 

side. white metal 

0038  Coin 

 

8.30m x 6.70m 10 cents? Coin image 

of a moon and sun 

rising over a 

skyscraper? 

0039  Big Nail 

 

9.60m x 7.40m 10cm wood nail 

heavily corroded 

0040  Aluminium strip 

 

9.70m x 8.50m 5cm x 1cm wide 

0041  25 Cents Coin 

 

9.30m x 8.70m Bank of the central 

phillipines dated 1993 

0042  Round eyelet 

 

9.70m x 9.90m Outer diameter 27mm 

inner dia 13mm 

0043  Coat Hook 

 

8.90m x 9.90m 50mm x 15mm base 

plate with two rivot / 

screw holes. Possible 

carbon deposit on hook 

burning maybe ??  

0044  Bottle top 

 

9.90m x 9.40m Bottle top 25mm dia 

0045  Aluminium bar 

 

10.60m x 6.50m Possible tent peg  

     

     

 

Page No. _2__ of  __2___                 Recorder Initials: ___JPC_____ 

 
C:\Documents and Settings\Jon Cooper\My Documents\Uni Stuff\Singapore Archaeology\Cambridgeshire at Adams 

Park\Archaeology\Templates for Docs\Finds Log.doc 
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Appendix C – Sketch Map of Survey Area 
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